
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF JANUARY 4, 2021 
 
 
The Commissioner Work Session of January 4, 2021 meeting was called to order at 6:37 
p.m.  The meeting was held via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of Public Meetings 
was read by the Administrator. In attendance were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko 
and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor, and 
Borough Clerk.  
 
The Borough Administrator opened the Public Comment period.   
 
Dave Siedell, Chews Landing Road, asked if there had been an update on the 2021 Road 
program priority list.  The Administrator replied that is would be posted to the website later 
in the month.  Mr. Siedell noted that the 200 to 400 blocks of Redman Avenue were very 
bad.  He asked if the Commissioners took into consideration recommendations from the 
resident for this list and if the priority could be changed.  Mayor Rochford noted that the 
Borough Engineer rates the conditions of the roads and stated that sections of Redman 
Avenue were definitely on the 2021 list. 
 
Assemblyman Louis Greenwald, Legislative District 6, wished everyone a Happy New Year 
and thanked everyone for the work they are doing, especially those in public service.  
Mayor Rochford asked what the status of obtaining vaccines were in Camden County.  
Assemblyman Greenwald noted that there are challenges right now due to the 
Presidential transition and we have less vaccines than anticipated.  He did announce 
that Moorestown Mall will be a supersite for vaccinations, which will most likely be a drive 
through site.  The Assemblyman talked about the impact of this pandemic on our families, 
children and the schools and commented that it is critical for our first responders to get 
vaccinated first.  Mayor Rochford noted how COVID-19 outbreaks in small municipalities 
can quickly affect entire departments and stated that government works should be next 
on the list to get vaccinated.  The Assemblyman agreed that as many people as possible 
should get vaccinated as quickly as possible and talked about the impact this pandemic 
has had on people’s mental health and anxiety.   
 
A request from Haddonfield Outdoor Sculpture Trust (HOST) was reviewed for the use of 
public property by the Commissioners.  They are asking for permission to have two ice 
sculpture events in Kings Court on January 23, 2021at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. in 
conjunction with the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC’s (PfH) Winterfest Event.  They would 
need a 15 x15 foot space near the Lions Club’s eyeglass drop box.  The Commissioners 
agreed to the request provided that all required social distancing and mask guidelines 
were followed. 
 
The Commissioners were then asked how they wished to handle the annual State of the 
Borough Address as the Lions Club would not be hosting their annual Pancake Breakfast.  
After briefly discussing the various options available, the Commissioners agreed that it 
would be recorded rather than a live event. 
 
The Administrator then reviewed the draft version of the by-laws for the affordable house 
non-profit that is being established to manage the Borough’s various affordable housing 



sites.  She noted that they still needed a name for the non-profit.  After a brief discussion 
the Commissioners tentatively agreed to Haddonfield Housing for All as the name.  The 
by-laws were then reviewed.  Commissioner Kasko stated that there should be a five (5) 
member Board of Directors, one of which being a Commissioner.  The Administrator 
advised that the Commissioners would select the original members for this Board, but any 
appointments after that would be made by the non-profit.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 
suggested a higher number of members, noting that the East Brunswick, NJ non-profit, 
which we have been modelling, has nine to eleven members.  She also noted that the 
longer members stay on such a board the higher the chance of stagnation by the Board.  
Therefore, to keep the Board more fair and open, having a higher number needed for a 
quorum would be beneficial.  Additionally, she thinks we should look into the legality of 
who makes appointments for vacancies to such a Board, the municipality or the Board 
itself.  Various requirements for such a Board were reviewed; i.e. hiring a Treasurer, having 
insurance, etc.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that there is available grant money 
to pay for such professionals.  Discussions were then centered around the need for sub-
committees within the non-profit Board.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he would need 
more information about how this non-profit would function before he could make a 
decision.  Mayor Rochford asked how much funding would be required from the Borough 
for this Board.  The Administrator stated that initially the Borough would have to fund this 
through our Affordable Housing Escrow Fund, eventually they would fund themselves 
through rents and possible grants.  Commissioner Kasko stated that he would send his 
questions to the Administrator, as he was unsure of what questions he would have until 
he had reviewed the proposed by-laws.  The Administrator advised that the paperwork 
for this non-profit would need to be submitted to the federal government as soon as 
possible. 
 
Next, the zoning overlay for the affordable housing at the Snowden lot was reviewed.   
The Administrator requested that this ordinance be included on the January 19, 2021 
meeting agenda for first reading, with review by the Planning Board at their February 
meeting and then public hearing and adoption at the Commissioner’s first meeting in 
February.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked if the ordinance addressed a landlord’s 
ability to skirt the inclusion of affordable housing in a building project.  The Administrator 
noted that this would have to be addressed as an amendment to the Affordable Housing 
element of the Master Plan.  She also noted that there is a possibility that the Affordable 
Housing Planner may be adding minor changes to the ordinance prior to that meeting.  
As there were no further questions the Commissioners agreed to add the ordinance to 
the January 19, 2021 meeting agenda, pending any additions by the Borough’s 
Affordable Housing Planner.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich indicated that she would want 
to see the final ordinance before it is posted to the website.  The Administrator also 
advised that the Borough has received an award of the grant submitted to the State’s 
Department of Community Affairs (DCA), which will be announced to the public in the 
near future. 
 
The Administrator then reviewed the three possible land use amendments from the 
Zoning Officer and Borough Engineer that would be added to the January 19, 2021 
agenda.  She noted that this amendment was being done because of the Builder’s 
Remedy lawsuit regarding stormwater requirements from the Borough.   The Borough 
Solicitor advised that there would be legal arguments for this case held on February 1, 



2021 and asked if the changes referenced in item #1 could be delayed until after that 
date.  The Commissioners agreed to hold off to the February work session to discuss again 
once they had been able to review the changes in more detail. 
 
Next, the Administrator provided an update on the regional stormwater Request for 
Proposal (RFP) that is being worked on with Audubon, Collingswood and Haddon 
Township.  She hoped to have all the changes from the other towns prior to the January 
19, 2021 meeting so that the advertisement could be authorized at that meeting.  If the 
Commissioners had any questions, they were asked to get them to her as soon as 
possible. 
 
At 7:52 p.m. Mayor Rochford made a motion to hold a short recess.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Kasko and approved unanimously.  The Commissioners 
returned at 7:58 p.m. 
 
The possible implementation of an outside gym was then reviewed by the Administrator.  
She noted that late in 2020 she received information from a company that developed 
outside gyms that can be used for all levels of fitness.  She noted that there a four (4) of 
these currently located in New Jersey.  The various details for such equipment were then 
reviewed; i.e. the space needed, the ability to utilize an app on your phone in correlation 
to your workout, the types of equipment included, how both younger and older residents 
could use the equipment, etc.  Various funding mechanisms were reviewed – 2021 
capital item, and grants.  Mayor Rochford suggested applying for Camden County’s 
Open Space and Recreation Grant in the amount of $25,000.  The need for ongoing 
maintenance costs was discussed, as well as the possible location.  Commissioner Kasko 
asked if there had been a request for something along these lines from the residents.  All 
he hears about is the need for additional sports fields.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted 
that she would personally enjoy such an area and liked the idea of the multigenerational 
use.  She suggested looking at the Master Plan for expanding the recreational uses listed.  
She also commented about the possibility of an area where parents could take children 
with various disabilities and the possibility of obtaining Community Development Block 
Grants (CDBG) for such spaces.  Regarding the field usage and the issues surrounding 
that, the Administrator talked about the possibility  of creating a utility for the fields to 
deal with maintenance, which would create one fund for all the field maintenance, 
rather than spreading it out for the various field and sports organizations, and noted that 
field maintenance is not equitable from all the groups that use the fields at this point.  
Mayor Rochford noted that not all field use is for athletic purposes and cautioned that 
any plan developed be inclusive of that fact as well.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 
suggested getting sponsorships from some of the bigger entities in the area.  No final 
decision has made at this time regarding the gym equipment. 
 
For the Planning Board vacancy discussion, the Mayor requested that this be done in 
closed session.  The Commissioners agreed. 
 
The Commissioners were then advised of the recently adopted legislation providing for a 
new State holiday in June called “Juneteenth.”  No decisions were made on whether or 
not to include this in the Borough’s schedule because of the current union contracts. 
 



Renewal of the annual contracts for Animal Control Officer and Animal Shelter Services 
was then discussed.  The Commissioners were advised that because these expenses were 
below the bid threshold there was no requirement to go out to bid.  The Administrator 
reviewed the bids received for the Animal Control Officer services and the fact that there 
is only our current vendor and the County’s shelter facility available for animal shelter 
services.  The current vendor for both of these services is less than that of the other 
vendors.  The Commissioners agreed to add these two appointments for the Borough’s 
current vendors to the January 19, 2021 agenda. 
 
The January 19th agenda was then reviewed.  Commissioner Kasko asked what 
departments were having members repointed.  The Clerk replied that these 
appointments were for the Library Board and Human Relations Commission.  It was noted 
that the resolution authorizing the Winterfest event for PfH was be discussed next. 
 
The Administrator then reviewed the PfH’s Winterfest event.  She asked the Commissioners 
what they would be comfortable in allowing – in-store activities versus outside activities, 
as well as what was authorized for the August 2020 Sidewalk Sale event.  She noted that 
having this information prior to the PfH Marketing Meeting would be helpful.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that she is hearing from store owners that they are 
overburdened by reduced staff and would not be able to manage two location – one 
outside and one inside.  She also noted that it might not be beneficial to stores to have 
outside locations if the weather is too cold.  Mayor Rochford commented on the 
possibility of putting out a survey to the store owners, and cautioned about the issues 
resulting from the survey put out prior to the August 2020 Sidewalk Sale.  The Administrator 
noted that there is an expectation of increased COVID-19 cases from the holiday at the 
time this event would occur and suggested the possibility of moving the event to the 
spring.  Mayor Rochford asked if this change could be handled administratively, rather 
than having to go through the Commissioners.  The Administrator replied that the 
Commissioners would just have to agree to allow that be done.  The Commissioners then 
discussed the possibility of closing the highway for such an event, which Commissioner 
Kasko was against.  No final decisions were made at this time. 
 
As there were no other items for discussion in open session, Mayor Rochford made a 
motion to go into closed session with a short break at 8:40 p.m. via ZOOM to discuss board 
vacancies and Bancroft financial agreement negotiations and possible litigation.  
Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session at 10:17, where the motion included 
adjourning the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 
 


